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Dear BAAN DOI Friends,
The summer holidays are over and the new
school year has begun. For five of our children this means that they have changed
schools and are continuing their education
at high school.
Education and skills developmental activities are particularly important at the BAAN
DOI Orphanage. In this newsletter issue,
we will focus on what is needed in order to
make this possible.
Our children are fortunate to have child
sponsors who accompany them along their
way and help us to cover the expenses for
food, education, medical care and clothing. Trixi and Klaus Kramlovsky from Austria talk about their experience as child
sponsors at BAAN DOI and about their visit
in January 2018.

The BAAN DOI caregivers who take care of
the children around the clock, play a central role in the lives of our kids. Sandy,
Chet and Arlee introduce themselves and
talk about what moves them and what they
want to give to the children.
As educational support next to regular
school and to help the children gain a deeper understanding of what they are learning,
we have equipped our resource room with a
variety of Montessori materials and organized training for our staff. This allows us
to cater more to the individual learning
needs and interests of the children.

Enjoy reading and have a nice
summer!
Barbara and Graziella

Our five school graduates
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The child sponsors Trixi und Klaus
Kramlovsky during their visit at BAAN DOI

The Gift of Parenthood
Fifteen years ago we became involved with a private aid project for children in Northern Thailand, and discovered
that guided by the right people, real miracles can occur for abandoned and injured
children. Once this program was able to
stand on its own "Thai feet" (and it still
does), we decided to become involved with
another "child-care shelter", and we did
this three years ago. By chance, a short article in the daily newspaper "The Press"
made us aware of BAAN DOI shortly before
an upcoming trip to Asia. We had planned
to be in that area and so we decided to
make a visit.

Our child sponsors
support BAAN DOI by
paying the monthly costs
for food, medical care
and education for a child.
It is very important for
the children to know that
there is somebody who
supports them, it
strengthens and
encourages them.

Since then there have been visits,
emails and letters, and we have come to
know Barbara better and better. During
our last stay at the end of January, we
were able to observe the entire team and
discover the details of the elaborate process necessary to be undertaken to bring
the concept of BAAN DOI to reality. The
trust placed in Barbara, Graziella, the local
"Grandma" Pa Tu (who simultaneously fills
the role of cook, provider of reassuring
miracle hugs, and teacher of all practical
matters), and the special guidance counselor on the campus is enormous.

But the most wonderful thing is
the children. To be able to accompany
them for a few years of their lives is a gift.
We live far away, travel frequently
both professionally and privately, and our
biological children are now adults. We had
the good fortune to be able to welcome
their friends and children to our family
over some decades.
In our opinion, a privileged life in
a safe country also entails opening one's
eyes to sharing. What we can easily accomplish elsewhere is to help others to help
themselves - education above all, a fresh
start, maintenance of good health, and the
right to realizable dreams. That sounds so
easy - and basically it is.
(continued on next page)
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The BAAN DOI children with Trixi and Klaus
and the BAAN DOI team after the common
boat trip.

Watching our sponsored children from afar
as they grow up healthily and develop
their potential is exciting; how they form
family ties with each other, and cultivate
friendships, is touching; how they "forget"
who we are after an absence (we only see
them every few years!), and then after a
hesitant reunion and assessment include
us again, is a gift. No matter what their
age and traumatic baggage they carry:
they help with communication difficulties,
they intuitively grasp, they share. And to
provide a comedy situation, they are always available.

Do you want to help us
to give children in need
the opportunity for a
brighter outlook to
their future ?
More Information about
a BAAN DOI Child
Sponsorship can be
found on our website:
https://baandoi.org/en/
how-you-can-support

We offer help, tenderness, money
for medical care and for education that is
appropriate to their talents. We don't expect anything in return, that would only
create additional pressure on the children
who have already had to and continue to
endure enough. But what fun it was for us
all when an outing together was a success!

Knowing that our daughter in
BAAN DOI can with our support lead an
independent life, is wonderful. The fact
that we can also make her laugh and experience happiness and contentment
makes everything even better. Our goal
is that her memories of BAAN DOI will be
of happiness and colours, that her life
will be fulfilled, and that one day, she
may even be able to give help herself, in
whatever form.

From Trixi Kramlovsky
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Work of the heart – caregivers at BAAN DOI
There are currently 18 children aged 8 to 17 living in our BAAN DOI – Home and Healing Center for Children, 10 girls and 8
boys.
The orphanage is our core project and the children in our care are the most important part of this. Therefore, of course, our
3 child caregivers, who care for our children around the clock with dedication, love and patience, are just as important.
We would like to introduce our child caregivers in this newsletter edition. Sandy, Chet and Arlee, who, with their personalities and experience, work jointly with the children to organize the everyday life at BAAN DOI-Home and Healing Center for
Children.

SANDY, Chindarat Yannan, 26 years
Special need educator and child caregiver at BAAN DOI since 2016
Head of the child caregivers, responsible for documentation
What do you want to convey to the children, what is especially important to
you?

Independence. That the children know how to behave in society and take responsibility for themselves and others. Our children are getting older every day,
and the day will come when they will be on their own. I want to teach and prepare them to be ready for that.
And how do the children describe Sandy?
Sandy is like the sun. When she is around it feels warm.

CHET, Apichetthakorn Wongtiamjai, 42 years
Child caregiver at BAAN DOI since 2018
What do you want to convey to the children, what is especially important to
you?
The willingness to do something for others without expecting anything in return.
What principles are important to you personally?
One of my principles is to give the best every day. I always plan ahead and like
to make use of my time (with the children,) as much as possible. And I am always ready to do what is necessary for the good of all. To go where I'm needed
the most.
And how do the children describe Chet?
Chet is like a feather, so mild and soft that he would never hurt anyone.

ARLEE, Arlee Ayi, 25 years
Child caregiver at BAAN DOI since 2016
What do you want to convey to the children, what is especially important to
you?
I want the children to understand how important it is to be friendly, help and
share with others. Friendliness is the key to happiness and brings with it harmony, friendship and love.
And how do the children describe Arlee?
Arlee is like a tree, he is always there and radiates good energy.
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Our day with the children at Baan Doi
As the child caregivers at BAAN DOI, our morning starts at 05:30 with the
sound of the bell, the signal for the children that it is time to get up. 15
minutes later the bell rings one more time, now it is time for the children to
do their various chores: A selected group prepares breakfast for everybody,
while the others get ready for school. We support the children in all these
activities and hand out the pocket money before they get going.
When the children come back home from school in the late afternoon, they
have time to run around, play games or sports and do gardening. After dinner
and homework, we child caregivers are on duty to assist with homework. At
21:30 we make one last round to the 5 children’s bedrooms, before the lights
are turned out. This routine is very structured but also necessary with such a
large and diverse family as BAAN DOI!
Because the education of the children is particularly important to us, the
children are taught on Sunday mornings with Montessori materials in our clay
house, the resource room. This is in order for the children with learning difficulties to catch up, but also to support and encourage the gifted children.
On the weekends and during the holidays we organize many activities together with the children. It is important to us that the kids contribute on all levels. This includes the work in the household and garden, in the office and in
the care of sick children.
During our monthly house meeting there is room for all of us to discuss and
talk about our wishes. Sometimes we use the occasion to do group work on
current issues, which the children are dealing with.
Every last Sunday of the month we go to the temple near BAAN DOI to meditate with the abbot. We all go there together and while the Buddhists meditate, the Christians in our family sweep the leaves in the temple garden.
Thai holidays like Songran (New Year) Loykratong, Mother's Day and Father's
Day are just as important as western holidays like Easter and the absolute
highlight Christmas, which the children look forward to for months.
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"Help me do it myself."
Maria Montessori

Educational support with Montessori Material
BAAN DOI's long-term goal is the integration of the children and adolescents into
Thai society. A few of the prerequisites
for this are the ability to work independently and goal- oriented, to learn from
mistakes and to be able to solve problems
in various ways. Self-confidence is also
part of this process. BAAN DOI develops
and practices these skills with the
children from an early age.

Bom* working with the
Montessori Hundred Board
*The name has been changed
for child protection reasons.

"Not the child should
adapt to the
environment, but we
should adapt the
environment to the
child."
Maria Montessori

Since June 2017, we have been teaching
the children at BAAN DOI with Montessori
materials in our clay house. At the moment lessons take place every Sunday
morning. The children are divided into
two groups, according to their age and
level of knowledge. We focus on mathematics and Thai language as the children
show the biggest learning difficulties in
these subject areas. However, the children also have the opportunity to work
with other materials, according to their
interests, including the areas of culture
(biology, geography) and practical life
exercises. The material is introduced
individually and gradually. The work of
each child is documented.
Our 12-year-old boy Bom* benefits from
the material a lot. Bom has been deaf
since his early childhood. The team from
the hospital in Mae Sai contacted BAAN
DOI in the summer of 2015 because he
and his sister didn’t have a place to live
and Bom was very sick. Since then, they

are both living in the BAAN DOI orphanage.
Bom’s health stabilized and he has been
receiving educational support and learning
sign language since living in BAAN DOI. In
order for Bom to understand more complex
concepts and their interrelations, it is important for him to have materials that he
can touch and manipulate. It's nice to see
how he makes progress.
We are working diligently to develop the
project. This includes the production of
more material and the further training of
our staff. In January, a Montessori teacher
from Australia helped us to produce material. In February and March there was a
Montessori training for all child caregivers.
In the training the caregivers were given
an introduction into the Montessori method
and instructions on how to present the various materials. Thus, the BAAN DOI's
caretakers have the foundation to teach
the children.

Thank you very much

BAAN DOI — Home and
Healing Center for
Children
Mae Sai, Province
Chiang Rai, Thailand
www.baandoi.org
info@baandoi.org
www.facebook.com/
baandoi

